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must hold a license as master endorsed
as OIM.

(f) A non-self-propelled MODU must
be under the command of an individual
who holds a license or endorsement as
OIM.

(g) An individual serving as mate on
a self-propelled surface unit other than
a drillship must hold an appropriate li-
cense as mate and an endorsement as
BS or BCO. An individual holding a li-
cense or endorsement as barge super-
visor or ballast control operator may
be substituted for a required mate
when a self-propelled surface unit other
than a drillship is on location or under
tow, under certain circumstances as
determined by the cognizant OCMI.

(h) An individual holding a license or
endorsement as barge supervisor is re-
quired on a non-self-propelled surface
unit other than a drillship.

(i) An individual holding a license or
endorsement as barge supervisor may
serve as ballast control operator.

(j) The OCMI issuing the MODU’s cer-
tificate of inspection may authorize
the substitution of chief or assistant
engineer (MODU) for chief or assistant
engineer, respectively, on self-pro-
pelled or propulsion assisted surface
units, except drillships. The OCMI may
also authorize the substitution of as-
sistant engineer (MODU) for assistant
engineer on drillships.

(k) Requirements in this part con-
cerning radar observers do not apply to
non-self-propelled MODUs.

(l) A surface mobile offshore drilling
unit underway or on location, when
afloat and equipped with a ballast con-
trol room, must have that ballast con-
trol room manned by an individual
holding a license or endorsement au-
thorizing service as ballast control op-
erator.

[CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14805, Apr. 18, 1990]

§ 15.525 Reference to other parts.

Parts 31 and 35 of this chapter con-
tain additional manning requirements
applicable to tank vessels.

Subpart E—Manning Require-
ments; Uninspected Vessels

§ 15.601 General.

The following sections of subparts F,
G, and H of this part contain provisions
concerning manning of uninspected
vessels; §§ 15.701, 15.705, 15.710, 15.720,
15.730, 15.801, 15.805, 15.810, 15.820, 15.825,
15.840, 15.850, 15.855, 15.905, 15.910, and
15.915.

§ 15.605 Licensed operators for
uninspected passenger vessels.

Each self-propelled, uninspected ves-
sel carrying not more than six pas-
sengers, as defined by 46 U.S.C.
2101(21)(D), must be under the direction
and control of an individual licensed by
the Coast Guard.

§ 15.610 Master and mate (pilot) of
towing vessels.

(a) Except as provided in this para-
graph, every towing vessel of at least 8
meters (at least 26 feet) in length,
measured from end to end over the
deck (excluding sheer), must be under
the direction and control of a person li-
censed as master or mate (pilot) of
towing vessels or as master or mate of
vessels of greater than 200 gross reg-
ister tons holding either an endorse-
ment on his or her license for towing
vessels or a completed Towing Officer’s
Assessment Record (TOAR) signed by a
designated examiner indicating that
the officer is proficient in the oper-
ation of towing vessels. This does not
apply to any vessel engaged in assist-
ance towing, or to any towing vessel of
less than 200 gross register tons en-
gaged in exploiting offshore minerals
or oil if the vessel has sites or equip-
ment so engaged as its place of depar-
ture or ultimate destination.

(b) An officer may continue to oper-
ate towing vessels within any restric-
tions of his or her license from May 21,
2001, until the first renewal or upgrade
of that license, but not later than May
21, 2006. Every towing vessel covered by
paragraph (a) of this section must
carry at least the following personnel:
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